It is now well established that carotene is a precursor of vitamin A, and its transformation into the vitamin is a function of the animal organism. During studies of the mechanism of this change, attention has been focused mainly on the liver, the storehouse of vitamin A in the animal body, and at least one investigator has claimed that the change takes place in the liver through the action of an hepatic enzyme (Olcott and McCann, 1931). But 
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